T

The perfect unJ.on
of music and f:le

= Drive- By
’m.Truckersq

C
e11 and Oscar Winner

Ray McKinnon

sync whole

Also This Issue:

e Embedded Professionals
in the Gay Media Warscape

e LLetter to Luda:

"Dear Ludacris,
Our hopes were dashed."

e What would Brick do?

e text messages from hell




Bnbedded Professionals in the Gay Media Warsc:

By Xanna Donot

As a lead vocalist and band leader for passes thatillsaidAtlanta Free Press
over 15 years, from time to time | would because he féltlantava s efi mo r
ask my musicians what they thought the professionathan ATLFor them,

definition of fApr ofpdessiomalisa Wwadabbwta s . T
common answer | gotapmwmear divoal. geRorpar
It always broke my heart to hear that about the job.

b e c a sise much nmaddor mea At the other enéithe increasingly
professional was somebody who had sprawlingaggeday radpattle fie|d
acquired a level of skill that enabled them there are folks who seem very assured
to get the job done, no matter what their professionalism. They have degre

happened to interfere with it. Performing and have been working ondret for
music, it meant keep on singing, even if some yearsind they will be the first to te
somebody knocks over a train@s dir you that, as Chris Cash, publisGéy of

a brawl breaks out. Keep on singing, and Voicealid in a recent op e8ut | wonder
singing your best, even if there are only if they also have fears of living up to the

sixpeople in the room and yand b word | believiearmay havmanifested

makesufiveo f t h e m. D o n drtosome dedpicably, ddaspe actions.

hard you will trip.o n 6 t Alwahsala t . Deliberately sabotaghtignta-ree

your best. Presaafter two issues by acting as an
Within the gay mediallanc a p e , | f@nengmous soudbte anothasnline

seen a phobia associated with this word. publication is something one of these s

At the lesbian magazine where | was called professionals did. | know which

Entertainment Editor for its last year, |l wasme mber of t he ot d
asked torppare a music festival request  reveal theame because | was told off
forproposal that inclddmur photos. therecord.Thatwould be unprofessional
Mine was an Obaariand my publisher inmyboolBut it didnot
feared it was 0un pr\cefalgtenping ta intimi@atewE X p
that it would be read by bands who would SaistherrWVdceDavidtheir alma mater)

be more interested in my experé&nc staférandtheneven man publits
creator and gvoduceof South By something couplef their staffer
Southweéts  fFgayrmudic showchse appearedomfortable doing, tbod d |
di dnét cal m her nertolknewwhat dhnakhctlass a me
onboard as Interim EditokTarFree taught them these techniques.
Presql renamedaftera big scandgl QuentiMaantindold Fiona Apple on

my publisher insisted on making up press theirSundance Chaniéonoclast



episodérom AustimXthat héi n e v e r  Financial feasibility should never
wanted t o Dbbecauwseher o f dissosrage angohedwho wants to write.
feareduclkngup his art | 6d | i ke Sdlet 6s g omahyaiyk t
encourage am® reading this that they musiciansaid, because theyevkalf
can publ i s/hoowitha i r ornghm. Wuz idnoen 6t have t
little bit of determination and genuine invitations tfe secalled professional
interest Thereds a | ot publicatiditeatcaurt yauy contént fdr o v
manypublications the glbt community of  free to sustain their full time salaries.

Atlanta can sustain. Sustain how? T h aanhedpdoitation oirc o mmu n i
Financially? T h at 6wiceanota trde expressientoftite r .
i
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Photos by Loren Hoffmann
Dear Ludacris,

| was thrilled whatlanta FilnfrestivalATLFFntroduced u d a 6 sthi€ h o i
year.Your choice of screetinmggracially chargédashfive years after @scar
winf or Best Picture seemed so isfirst] |
AfricarAmerican presideAnd dter the incredible patebtarbuckast three
hours befoits showingn April 2EntitledColor Struck: Race and Movie Images
Hollywod@a c ont i n u a tDiversity Oa Scraqamelfdstivafjaes r 6 s
were primed forVikell attende@indhosted béil Robertsorthese panetsrerice
theirallotted tim#ueto passionate participati@ecause of their time constraints,
the promiseat u d a 6 sposCskreenimgaliscussion, describ€d inF F 0 s
program as an opportunity to fAdis
examine how these i ssues antidped af
But then our hopes were dashiéeisimply statinigt h e f lotlohpeopl®
upamd encour adihatgg whee changecomrsea and where we
toffd sol uti on s, conversatwn fa b eupbk of Maudtry ankcal



and, predominantly, the full presentation of your press kit: your album, y
foundation, your clothing line, your cognac, your restaurant...you may have
its menu line by line, but by then many people were standing up to put their
and leave. It was not the discussion we dativeai®an infomercial. a&eam
matters worse, the gty at your restant offered nothing. It was just a regu
night thedeorder from the meoash bagndno designated area for flmgoers tc
discuss what you neglectadsurgy 0 u 6 v enurbeeoeimafterpartieand

| 6d b e nmanyofphem veepet down like Tt film féisal volunteers were
stupefiedhey had no idea why they wer@ there was nothing to serve.

Some of my fello
folks in the gay
community have tol
me that thanta may |
tired of being tfgo tc
cityofor race relation
chat, and considerit
what my community
continues to fate
marriag@equality,
urequal employmer
opportunity, and the
lingering horror of the oaithe Eagléast Septemider t 6 s under st
somehavegrown weary.have not. And it should be note@tinashowingf
Crashwithits post Q&&nd partwas attended aginternationlmcommunity
participating ATLFF.There istillso much texplore and we were looking to you
lead that disssion, at least for that night.

Luda) challenge yourtdurn next year and be a part of the race/pdaregbity
as an engaged panelist. At the end of this year i ,$he audiesde expressed
a desire texpandt totwo houren a Saturday afternoon. | thgtieyou choose
to participatduring each and every mmiuteyod | | connect wi
meaningful wayVe need yolwcusandwill honoyoursincereeffort.

All my best,
Xanna Donot
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Closing nighttbie 201@tlanta Film Festival
(ATLFF) brought thepBisyear fest as close to a
South By Southwest experiencéoaser
Austinite could hope fenen included a live
music performandehe Secret To A Happy
Endingis a roakmentary that follows Athens
basedriveBy TruckergDBT) over three pivotal
years in their unlike
DirectoBarr Weissmamwhose editing and
producing credits include the Kennedy Center
Honors and numerous PBS specials, saw the
loved them, and askaeim to do the film
AHIi s pitch was perfect .we Infevhead da
t o bracend 0DBTO6s f dattarsbn Hogdt theepostzreening Q&A.
Hoodo6s insightful discern may

have stemmed from his previot

work with another talented filmr

known for his sincerity and

reverence for authentiégy

McKinnorwon amcademy Awar

in 2001 for his live action short

The Accountanbut s face is

better known these days as the

school football coach who gets

slapped on the butt by Sandra

Bullock ifihe Blind SidéHis credits are numerous, but what distinguishes hirnr

the Hollywood milieu is his commitment to the southis Wieahidd Blount, a

Golden Globeo mi nat ed actress, dondt |iwv



