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Mike Rickard (above) made his Bellis:
debut on February 26 opening for
Guyton Maurice (left).
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Atlanta
Opera

celebrates

its 30 seasc
with
Aida

By Xanna

Antonello Palombife y s Radames Aida

Did you ever wonder why tel evTimThei ol
isoapo ad,j thacadveniseasnd spansarsliihdopesa part is derived
from their storylines, similar to those of the great composers of centuries pe
i's more intricately woAidathan thallohdaytimel
television. Shownimr ee acts with two intermn
production captures its intended intenstgllaginging and acting.

Adds juicy plot centers around a
Amneris is the daugbtdr t h e Ki nan enditfed doriiyep deljiciousihn e
played by mezzo soptfalmabeth BishopShe fancigsilitarynero Radames,
magnificently embodied in this production by the internationally acclaimed |
tenorAntonello Palompan obwius coup for the Atlanta compemwperis thinks
her slave, Aida (soprisfasy Elizabeth Williajns
ismore like a sistean a servantntil she
suspects that there is something between Aida
RadamesBut before the two women can throw
dowrandhave aat fightver hinm the ladiés
room duringct Twpthere is war betwéggypt
andAi dab6s native Ethi o]
leading the Egyptian army. This conflict provid

/‘\. / N\ occasiofor somemazing afhalechorapieces
Mary Elizabeth Williar




ranging from powerhouse war cries to Gregorian chanelabaratdit
costumegageantrylt als@resents the ultimate dilemma for Aida; shoudd she
for her boyfriend or her homelMhtn thatrmojWillald s v oi ce , st
hertimbreéboth soft anepetratings she begs thgeds for pity on her knedke
ariaRitorna Vincit@eturn Victoriou$hat level of virtuosity is mirrored in a du
with PalombiiAct Thre&) Terra Ad{®h Earth, Farewgtpving Williamery
wellsuitedoher debunthis iconic role.

This reviewer and her compani on
final dress rehearsal along Iwand h
friends. The lack of audience formality was refreshing and their responses
points readily known by practicing opera buffs were delightful. But there ar
rules to be familiar with before venturing out to ke anevernightkodown
in wild gay clubs of the pasgne is allowed to enter the theater once the curt:
has gone up. Comings and goings are for intés)ardgioff you must leave the
theater during the shpau can continue viewirtge lobby on a closeduit
television until the curtain has gone down and the house lights have come |

AllofAt | a nt eece@pauctienbase beeenhanced by rslatively new
home venue, The Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre. Because no electt
amplificatidaused for any of the instruments or voices in an operatic produc
design of gmopera house theater is criticaijoying its full saukidhile The
Cobb mimics The Fox Theatre dovimtayaut and geneaglpearancé literdy
has more leg room. And like The MetropolitatoOg@rdNew York City, all of
the spaces and architecture are carefully rounded for optimal sound reflecti
are no jagged corners or sharp angtdsresonancde.t 6 s oddlry i |
the gentle stghan  a cslipjper causes a faiet perceptibteeak othe
wooden set during an interlidat smooth, open sonic effect is what makes o
So unique and enduring. You feel
story and emotions through the carefully calibrated force of a Hurhai bodyn
artificially deliveréthe human voice iemarkable instrumerd Atlanta Opera
has done a wonderful job presenting some of the finest.

Aida
In Italian with Engksipertitles.
February 27 and March 2, 5, and

Cobb Energy Performing Arts Cent
www.atlantaopera.org



http://www.atlantaopera.org/

De s i DI V3o o Mo

by Xanna Donot

Desi Divapresented a unique comedy li
up at Andrewbds Ups:s
three shows on February 27. Created |
promotebesi Chuckle@.k.a. Anil Vaswa
in conjunction wit
Indian Cultural Exchange (GSU ICE), it
conprised of Indigxmerican comics. The
demographic mix could have ended the
its accomplished headIMielyr Kapuris
also openly gay. Toss in charity fundra &
celebrity drag qudgubba DLiciousas
hostess, and it became a meeting @&fscu
LaBubba opened | ip syncing to dAlt Wa
thunderous applause. Elucidating his presence to the mostly Indian stuldent audie
bubbl ed, AThey needed gay peoplyeardidker
Neel NandaBubba struggled with pronouncing his Indian name. But ever the profe
Misdlicious returnedttstage each time with a better feel dndirace and they
warmed up affectionately, timidly reaching for breast cutlets when offered to the fr
Judy Vincenfollowed with edgy material indicative of her native New York, expla
thatfiaNiRbea@®n r ec ogni dbland of arbah shek iclainms to@attendH
Afcurry and crack nightso in Harl em)
Bolliwoodod) is very strong, but some
outlatedor the mostiyndetthirty audience. Still, her delivery is punchy and promisin
Hitting a good stride, Bubba ctitmgezebrprintensemble and encouraged everyon
to drink as the third comic arrived onidtmgekhas a great feel for hativec o u n t r
regionalisms. She instantly took stoeldoferse Indiarake up in the audience with an
appl ause pol l |l isting over twenty r e
the real showdpmn. Monrok gives Steven Wright serious compitither hysterically
funny deadpan anecdotal musingsemaldoubt looks much better in a glazed orange
Punjabi suit She sluggishly brags that vyog
people, 0 as it os fethdwrgy will @mapel kesin theeomedy biz
whet her she musters the energy to ma

e
o el

Monrokand Vidur Kapuat! Y R NEgs@irsaTL

CONTI NUE



encounters

February 2@andMarch 2, 5, & 7
Atlanta Opepesent&lDA

@ Coblknergy Centre, ATL
www.atlantaopera.org

Friday, March 5

Fred Schnei der 6s
SPRING THNG BINGOANCE PARTY
@ The Gold Room, ATL
www.goldroomatl.com

Friday & Saturdaiarchb & 6
Seasons of Lop@fessional Broadway cabaret
benefitin@hris Kids

@ 14th Street Playhouse, ATL
www.chriskids.org

SaturdayMarch 6

Lewis Black

@ Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre
www.myspace.com/lewisblack

Heartsong Southeshefit Beer Bust
@ F.R.O.G.S. Cantina, ATL
www.heartsongsoutheast.org

Wednesday, March 10

Revenge of TReinnyith

Matt Pharr, Dave Stone, Trey moler,
@ The Highland Ballroom, ATL
www.thehighlandinn.com

ThursdayMarch 11

The Eagle 8 trial begins

@ Atlanta Municipal Court
www.atlantaeagleraid.com

SaturdayMarch 13

Atlanta Roller GRsller Derby
@ Yaarab Shrine Center
www.atlantarollergirls.com

FridayMarch 19

Jessi Lynn & Sarah Peatack

ABi kSmarsvess 0 Tour
@ Bellissima, ATL
www.myspace.com/bellissima_lounge

SaturdayMarch 20

TaTaPalooza breast cancer benefit
withLindsey Hinckle, Jessica Dunnagaa,

@ Smithodés Ol de Bar
www.smithsoldebar.com

Tuesday, March 23

Bitchof Bitch and AnimaiithThe State Of
@ Bellissima, ATL
www.myspace.com/bitchmusic
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Thursday, March 25 Wednesday, April 14
Women in Film and TFHiéndswilsaelidefdmetet ant a

5th Annual WIFTI Shorts Showcase Inaugural Dinner @ Georgia Acquariur
@ Midtown Art Cinema, ATL www.FIDFE.org
www.wifta.org
April 1% 24
Thursday & Fridaljarch 25 & 26 Atlanta Film Festival
The Road Leads Bagkogram sung by @ Midtown Art Cinemare
TheAtlanta Gay MirChorus www.atlantafilmfestival.com
@ Virginia Highlands Baptist Church
www.agmchorus.org April 16
Juan CezarBhe Sex Kittens
Friday, March 26 withLeki a LovenoreXanna
Jen Foster @ Bellissima, ATL @ Bellissima, ATL
www.myspace.com/jenfoster WWw.myspace.com/juancezar
‘ . . s '
A / April 17

Labrys Magazineds
Femmes & FedoRealauncPRarty

@ My Sisterbés Roor
www.labrysat]l.com

April 22

Swing Out Sister
Thursdaf SundayApril i 4 @ Variety Playhouse, ATL
Jump Forhe Kidskydivingvent Www.myspace.com/sos06

with |live musi c, dj
benefingChi | dr ends Mir a
andChi |l drends Hospitsz«
493 Airport Road, Cedartown, GA

facebook groipJ ump For The.

encounters

Send yawigs, shows, film screenings,
and community events listings to:
dontlabelit@gmail.com
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Desi Divas« Demo Mix cont

Vidur Kapuhit it gay from the get go,
strutting in designer duds and getting the
audience on thBadr f
Romance Ra mar a mhikea mar
George Lopez, he has mastered the mixed
demo audience and his material reflects it
eloquentlyAs a gaydran immigrafite was
bornin Calcutta) h e @idiculausiyt e n

s 3 A sStereotyped as a terrorist, whiciuoaoisf

BubbaD. licious regales a new young fan. him. Could people acthaltyi n k heo
on an fAAxi s of EvHiskocifldgicahabserzatians areltiegrentjasac
astue, pointing out that for many Indians, immigrating to the United States is not ne
the goal anymor e. herefiéCtBat hadurgesalhof us,avhereuvenyv
find ouretsireypwient i typy and Geatddvicetewery t o |
demographic.

www.desichuckles.com

more to be scene

b

Left: Culinary designer Paul Angelo sports an ope
cape at The Palomar Hotel. Above: Scott,
Dahshan, and Mario, and [beldwdam, Kyle and
OdziS FNASYR G 'fSE 51
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