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The credible case for Kyle Keyser:  

Atlanta«s first openly gay mayoral candidate 

is also the best person for the job.   
by Xanna Donôt  
 

One week before Election Day, seven Atlanta mayoral candidates assembled at 

Whiskey Park in The W Hotel for a press interview hosted by CBS 46 Atlantaôs 

Stephany Fisher.  It was the only time that all of the candidates, including write-in 

candidate Tiffany Brown, were included in such a forum.  According to City Council 

President and candidate Lisa Borders, it was the 39th such event for her, City 

Council woman Mary Norwood, Georgia State Senator Kasim Reed, and business 

attorney Jesse Spikes.  Participating in their fourth forum were retired police officer 

and author Peter Brownlowe and filmmaker/video producer/community activist 

Kyle Keyser.  It took almost the entire election cycle, but finally all the candidatesô 

voices had the opportunity to be heard.  

      During this media-only event, I submitted a question to Stephany for the panel.   
 

     Xanna Don't, Don't Label It! magazine:   

     "Despite the fact that it made national news, neither of the last two 

mayoral debates posed a question addressing the controversial police 

raid at The Eagle , a local gay bar where 62 patrons were forced face 

down onto the floor, searched and detained for almost an hour.   

     How should the new mayor deal with this incident and the 

investigation into it?  And with Atlanta's Gay Pride  celebrationðan 

event that draws a quarter of a million peopleðapproaching this 

weekend, how can we assure tourists who travel here for it that they 

will be treated with dignity and respect by our police force?"  
 

     Somehow my inquiry was watered down and merged into a generalized question 

about crime with the tag, ñAnd some people have some concerns about the Gay Pride 

parade.ò  But even in this dishwater doused context, I finally heard the word ñgay.ò  It 

was the third debate in as many weeks that I had attended, and I hadnôt heard it until 

now.  Where was the gay community?  More importantly, where was the gay press?  



     Kyle Keyserôs presence in these debates is historical because he is the first openly 

gay candidate for mayor Atlanta has ever had the privilege to consider.  But his name 

on the ballot Tuesday, November 3, is so much more than a symbolic victory for the 

GLBT community because Kyle is credible.  His candidacy has legs.   

     Kyleôs platform is made 

stronger because he is a 

political outsider.  He is not a 

career politician and he will 

tell you he is beholden to only 

one special interest group: 

the community.  Given the 

chance to ask Lisa Borders a 

question during the Atlanta 

Press Clubôs televised 

debate at Georgia Public 

Broadcasting, he challenged 

the $8 million marketing 

campaign she championed at 

the expense of an 

underfunded police 

department and a city 

plagued with poverty and 

homelessness.  If given a 

chance at a second opponent 

question, he was ready to 

challenge Kasim Reed with a 

specific question about The 

Eagle.  I know because he  

handed me his notes afterwards: ñThe raid at The Eagle showed us that itôs not just a 

matter of ómore copsô but óbetter trained cops.ô  Iôve put forth an approach of óquality vs. 

quantityô when it comes to the police.  Yes, letôs expand the force, but letôs also 

recognize that training is just as important as their numbers.  Youôve stated the 

quantity increase; how will you ensure quality?ò  Unfortunately, as with previous 

debates, the bulk of time focused on the four frontrunners and this was never posed. 

 



     Questions posed to Kyle at the three 

debates I witnessed were answered 

deftly with concise compassion and 

pointed prudence.  He has answered so 

well that frontrunner Mary Norwood 

mimicked two of his answers within 

moments of their utterance (one 

regarding ethics at the Emory College 

debateðopen to the public and attended by 250 peopleðand one at the televised 

debate tailored to him regarding his ñholisticò approach to healing our city).  These 

career politicians see in him what I wish every member of Atlantaôs gay community will 

see: heôs the future.  Heôs got it.  And not just on his signature issue of crime.  The 

reason he entered the race may have initially been because ñhe had a gun to [his] 

neckò (the reason he also founded Atlantans Together Against Crime), but his 

approach to Atlantaôs financial ails are just as astute.  He wants to create a long term 

Chief Financial Officer position, push the closing times for bars back to 4 a.m., make 

Atlanta an entertainment capital again, and invest in its youth, arts and culture.  He 

says, ñI have the ability to set a vision and bring people together.  Weôre not New York, 

but we can create what óitô is for Atlanta.ò  I believe with Kyle at the helm, we can.  

     Politically the attentions of Atlantaôs gay community have been focused on a single 

incident, and rightly so.  The police raid of The Eagle on September 10th was SWAT-

like in its tactics and scope.  In a way it was worse than Stonewall because today it is 

not expected.  In 1969, the patrons of The Stonewall Inn, a gay bar in New York City, 

knew to expect routine shake-downs from the local cops.  Forty years later in Obama-

era Atlanta, rogue Red Dog ruffians in full riot gear are a PTSD-inducing shock.  This 

is no exaggeration; the first Thursday night at The Eagle without dancers in underwear 

featured karaoke during which a new massive sound system blew a fuse and ñpoppedò 

abruptly as the dance floor went dark and silent.  I witnessed the reaction of those who 

suffered the raid trauma to this and it was very consistent with post traumatic stress 

disorderðtheir obvious expressions of pure terror suggested a flashback of the event.   

     One of the first people to hit the street with signs of protest was Kyle Keyser.  The 

night after the raid, he was seen in news clips hand-in-hand with his community in front 

of The Eagle.  He spoke at a rally that Sunday afternoon organized by members of 

glbtATL.org that drew over 400 people.  But he was cautious with his language so as 

Kyle Keyser«s name on the 

ballot Tuesday, November 3, is 

so much more than a symbolic 

victory for the GLBT community 

because Kyle is credible.   

His candidacy has legs. 



not to make that moment about him.  Subsequently, less sensitive people have turned 

this tragedy into a publicity machine for themselves.   

      Laura Gentle is an assertive young straight woman who has beguiled some 

members of our community and will most likely, eventually launch her presence into 

the political forum (although her supporters deny that this is her intent).  My first 

suspicion that her involvement might be self-serving came when I asked her by 

telephone what time she thought the public should show up at City Hall to voice 

comments to the city council about The Eagle raid.  She gave me a different time than 

the council clerkôs office did and later admitted that the time she disseminated on 

FaceBook of her own volition was more convenient for her personal work schedule.  I 

was taken aback that she had the impudence to schedule our entire community 

around her day job.  Then I learned of her systematic exclusion of gays on the protest 

team that she joined, including her whim at another rally to ignore the presence of the 

two openly-gay city council candidates who bailed The Eagle staff out of jail.  The 

instances of Laura Gentleôs egomaniacal assent as a heterosexual leader of a gay 

cause have continued over the last month and recently culminated with her forwarding 

to her detractors an anonymous, violent threat letter that she claims to have received.  

Itôs ñauthorò seems to know all her personal information (including what Marta station 

she uses?) and in a contrived way, sounds like a disgruntled member of the gay 

community.  But he (or she?) uses phraseology that I donôt commonly hear amongst 

my people, like ñMidtown citizensò and ñstep away from the Midtown community.ò  Only 

an insensitive straight person would make the bigoted assumption that all gay people 

live in Midtown.  Only an insensitive straight person would repeat the ñMidtownò mantra 

that has been coined to ingratiate a future candidate with this voting demographic.  

[The entire letter followed by Laura Gentleôs ñcommentsò to her critics is available for 

review in the blog section of www.dontlabelit.com]   

     The handful of gay people who continue to support this heterosexual opportunist 

commonly respond with despair that there are no other choices, no other voices.  They 

ask, ñWhere are the gay leaders?ò  Well, the best one to come along in a long time has 

been worthily debating his straight opponents over this same time period.  We have a 

chance to elect a credible gay mayor.  On Election Day, Kyle Keyserôs name will be 

before you on the ballot and his election returns party will be at Noniôs Bar & Deli 

beginning at 8 pm.  Where will you be? 

                   www.keyser09.org / www.glbtatl.org / www.nonisdeli.com 

  

http://www.dontlabelit.com/
http://www.keyser09.org/
http://www.glbtatl.org/
http://www.nonisdeli.com/


encounters 
 

October 31ñNovember 1 

Atlanta Gay Pride @ Piedmont Park  

www.atlantapride.org  
 

November 3 

Kyle Keyserôs Election Returns Party 

@ Noniôs Bar & Deli, ATL  

www.nonisdeli.com    
 

Eddie Izzard: Live from Wembley on DVD 

www.imdb.com/title/tt1470576  
 

November 4-8, 2009  

Charis Books & More 35th Anniversary 

with Gloria Steinem and The Indigo Girls  

www.charisbooksandmore.com  

 

November 5 

ASCAP Showcase with  

Iôm Chinese @ Smithôs Olde Bar, ATL 

www.myspace.com/weareimchinese  
 

Cell Fehrenbach @ Bellissima, ATL 

www.myspace.com/ocella  
 

November 7  

Rebecca Loebe CD Release  

@ Eddieôs Attic, Decatur GA 

www.myspace.com/rebeccaloebe  
 

 

 

 

 

November 9 

Ian McLagen @ Smithôs Olde Bar, ATL  

www.ianmclagen.com  
 

November 10 

The Flatlanders @ Smithôs Olde Bar, ATL 

www.myspace.com/theflatlanderstx  

 

November 14 

First Annual Eyedrum Ear Ball  

@ Eyedrum Gallery, ATL 

www.eyedrum.org  
 

MASTERPIECES presents  

Do Sinners Have A Soul  

a spoken word stage play @ 2 pm and 7 pm 

183 Moreland Ave. ATL  

www.dosinnershaveasoul.com  
 

 

http://www.atlantapride.org/
http://www.nonisdeli.com/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1470576
http://www.charisbooksandmore.com/
http://www.myspace.com/weareimchinese
http://www.myspace.com/ocella
http://www.myspace.com/rebeccaloebe
http://www.ianmclagen.com/
http://www.myspace.com/theflatlanderstx
http://www.eyedrum.org/
http://www.dosinnershaveasoul.com/


November 17 

Michelle Shocked @ Eddieôs Attic, GA 

www.myspace.com/mshocked  
 

 
 

November 19 

Queen Latifah @ Center Stage, ATL  

www.myspace.com/queenlatifah   

 

November 21 

The Taste Network presents Primal ATL  

@ Sweetwater Brewing Co., ATL 6ð9 pm  

www.artofthebutcher.com  

 

 

 

 

 

December 8 

Land of Talk @ The Earl, ATL  

www.myspace.com/landoftalk  

 

December 9 

GoGirls presents a benefit for  

   Melinda Kingsley  

@ Smithôs Olde Bar, ATL  

www.myspace.com/atlantachapter 

gogirlsmusic  

 
 

 

 

 

   

  

 

BE SCENE  
Timothy House and younger 

brother Jaime bob for apples 

at The Ides of Pride held at 

F.R.O.G.S. Cantina on 

October 17. 

 

PHOTO BY ANN BROWN   
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The Ides of Pride: [top] Iôm Chinese [below] The Sexual Side Effects 

Photos by Ann Brown 


