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Thecrediblease foKyle Keyse

Atl anta«s first o
isalsathe best person for the job

by Xanna Donodt

One week before Electiap$2vertlantanayoral candidates assembled at
Whiskey Parin The W Hotdbr a press interview hostetBfy 46 Atlanfas
Stephany Fisherlt washeonly timéhatallof thecandidates, including vmite
candidat&iffany Brownwere included in such a forum. According to City Co!
President ammdndidaté&isa Bordersit was the 3%hchevent for heCity
CouncivomarmMary Norwoqgdseorgia StatedorKasim Reedandousiness
attorneyesse SpikesParticipating in their fourth forum were retired police of
and authd?eter Brownlowand filmmaker/video producer/community activist
KyleKeyser It took alrabthe entire election cycle, but finally all the candidate
voices had the opportunity to be heard.

During this medialy eventsubmittea questioto Stephany for the panel

Xanna Don't, Don't Label It! magazine:

"Despite the fact that it made national news, neither of the last two
mayoral debates posed a question addressing the controversial police
raid at The Eagle , alocal gay barwhere 62 patrons were forced face
down onto the floor, searched and detained for almost an hour.

How should the new mayor deal with this incident and the
investigation into it? And with Atlanta's Gay Pride  celebrationd an
event that draws a quarter of a million peopled approaching this
weekend, how can we assure tourists who travel here for it that they
will be treated with dignity and respect by our police force?"

Somehowmy inquiryas watered down and merged into a generalized que:

about crime with the tag, AANd s ol
par ade . Othisdshwatdoeise@ o nt B xt |, I finall"
was the third debate in as many theek$ad attended a nd | hadn

now. Where was the gay community? More importantly, where was the ge



Ky | e skesgnsedrnrthese delsaiehistorical because he is the first ope
gay candidate for mayor Atlanta has ever had the privilege Butivissidene
on the ballduesday, November 3, is so much more than a symbolic victory
GLBT communitgcause Kyledsedible. bicandidacy has legs.

Kyl ebds pl a
stronger because he is a
political outsider. Heisr
career politician drawill
tell you his beholden to ¢
one special interest grou
the communityGiverhe
chance to asksa Bordees |
question during thilanta ‘
Press Club televised
debate at&rgidPublic
Broadcastindpe challenge
the $8nillion marketing
campaign she champion
the expense of an www.kylekeyserformayor.org
underfunded police
department aaccity
plagueavith poverty and
homelessiss. If yen a Ote
chance at a second opp( —
guestion, he was ready t )
challenge Kasim Reed w AT LA N TA O 9
specific question about Tiic
Eagle. | know because he
handed me his notdterwardét The r ai d at Theothisagl
matter of &émore copsd but O6better

guantityé when it comes to the pol
recognize thimining igist as important as theibers  veystatedthe
guantity i ncr eas e;Unfrtumately iadwith pyeviaus e |

debates, the bulk of time focused on the four frontrunners and this was nev



Ky |/ e Ke yser Questions posed to Kyle at the thr
ballot Tuesday, Novemben Sebates_ I W|tne§sed were aqswered
eftly with concise compassion and
5,0 much more than a Sym pointed prudendde has answered so
VICl‘Oly for the G.LB T 00.I77I77I well thatdntrunner Mary Norwood
becausKyle is credbl | mimickd two of his answeithin

His candlidacy has legs| moments of their utteranoe (

regardingthics at the Emory College
debaté open to the public and attended Ipe@pl® andoneat theelevied
debat¢ ai | ored to him regarding his
career politicians see in him what | wish every membeaadd Atlang ay ¢
see: heds the future. Heds got i
reason he entered the race may ha
n e dthe deason he also fourAldmhtans Together Agair3timg, but his
appr oa c tsfinancial Ails dust aststat® He wants to create a long tern
Chief Financial Officer position, push the closing times for bars batkk® 4 a.
Atlanta aantertainment capital agaid,invest itsyoutharts and culture. He
says, Al have the abigetlhyet o sWe&OoHrk
butwe cancreatewdi@dt s f or At Wwith Kyte at.thé helraloanb e | i
Politicalliheattentione f At | a nt #aybave bgem focused onm sinyl
incidentand rightly so. The police raid of TherES8glgtember 10th was SWAT
like in its tactics and scope. In a way it was worse than Stonewall because
not expectedn 1969, the patrons of The Sttinemaa gay bar in New York City
knew to expect routine sldakens from the local cops. Forty years later in Ob
era Atlantapgue Red Dog ruffians in full riot geaPB88Enducing shockhis
is no exaggeration; the first Thurggddyat ie Eaglevithout dancers in underwee
featured karaoke during vanewmassive sound systeh ew a f us e
abruptly as the dance floor went dark and silent. | withessed the reaction o
suffered the raid traumthisand it wagery consistent with post traumatic stres:
disordéy theirobvious expressions of pure seiggested a flashbatkhesvent
One of the first people to hit the street withmigtesowas Kyle Keyser. The
night after the raid, he seesin new clips hanid-hand with his community in fro
of The Eagle. He spoke at a rally that 8ectenonrganized by members of
glbtATLorgthat drew over 400 people. Buasieautious with his language so
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not to make that moment abouShibsegentlyless sensitive people have turne
this tragedy into a publicity machine for themselves.

Laura Gentlesan assertive yousigaight woman wias beguilesbme
members of our communityvdimlost likelgventualllauncher presence into
the politicébrunm(although her supporters deny that this is heMwptrst)
suspiciothat her involvemamght bselfserving came when | asked her by
telephone what time she thought theshabla show up at Citytblabice
comment® the city couralilout The Eagle rag$legave me a different time thar
the council cl| er k 6 sthetnfeshé diseemidated ona n
FaceBook of her own volitemmoreonvenient for her personal work schedule
was taken aback that she had the impudence to schedule our entire commt
around her day job. Then I learned of her systematic exclusion grgagston
team that she joined, including heatndmigther ratly ignore th@esence of the
two openlgay city council candidates who bailed The Eagle staffid of jail.
instances of Laura Gentl eds egomal
cause haveontinuedver the last moatid recentulminated with her forwardin
to hedetractors an anonymuigdenthreat letter that she claims to have receiv
| t 6 s séematd Kkmadirhepersonal information (including what Marta stat
she uses?) amda contrived wapund like a disgruntled member of the gay
communitypit he (or she?) uses phraseo
my people, |ike AMIidtown citizens
an insensitive straight persaidamake the bigbtssumption that all gay people
live in Midtown. Only an insensitive straight person wouldi rpeat theo w n
thathas beenoinedoingratiata future candidatéh this voting demographic
[The entireletfero | | owed by rmantr a0 GtéestavaHabded sc |
reviewn the blog sectiomwiw.dontlabelit.Jom

Thehandful ajay people who continue to support this heterosexual oppor
commonly respond with despair that therethee cloaiceso other voice$hey
ask, AWher e ar e hdbestongtacomd amrgdinea tolsglirae
been worthily debating his straight opumeertkss same time peritié have a
chance to elect a credible gay magdtlectiondy, KyliK ey ser 6 s na
before you on the ballot and his election returnshyzastyNuli Bars& Deli
beginning at@n. Where will you be?

www.keyser09.ofgvww.glbtatl.orgwww.nonisdeli.com
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encounters

October 34 November 1
Atlanta Gay Pride @ Piedmont Park
www.atlantapride.org

November 3
KyletKeyser 6s El ecti on
@ Noni 6s Bar & D

www.nonisdeli.com

Eddie Izzard: Live from Werabl&VvD
www.imdb.com/title/tt1470576

el

November-8, 2009
Charis Books & More 35th Annivers
withGloria SteineamdThe Indigo Girls

ary

www.charisbooksandmore.com

November 5
ASCAP Showcagieh
| ©&m Chinese @ Sm

it

www.myspace.com/weareimchinese

Cell Fehrenbach @ Bellissima, ATL
www.myspace.com/ocella

November 7

Rebecca Loebe CD Release

@ Eddi edbs Atti c,
www.myspace.com/rebeccaloebe

De

November 9
lan McLageg® S mi t h o s
www.ianmclagen.com

O

November 10
TRetpras| £adé yarL
www ysbace.com/theflatlanderstx

November 14

First Annual Eyedrum Ear Ball
@ Eyedrum Gallery, ATL
www.eyedrum.org

MASTERPIECES presents
Do Sinners Have A Soul

a spoken word stage @&/ pm and 7 pm
183 Moreland Ave. ATL

www.dosinnershaveasoul.com
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November 17 December 8
Mi chell e Shocked @ EBEddfiTalko@ ThaEatl, ATL, GA
www.myspace.com/mshocked www.myspace.com/landoftalk

December 9
GoGirlpresenta benefit for
Melinda Kingsley
@ Smithodés Ol de Bar
www.myspace.com/atlantachapter

gogirlsmusic

|

November 19

Queen Latifah @ Center Stage, ATL
www.myspace.com/queenlatifah

November 21

The Taste Netwpresent®rimal ATL
@ Sweetwater Brewing Co., UlpM
www.artofthebutcher.com

BE SCE| P

Timothy{ousendyounger
brother Jaime bob for apj
at The Ides of Pride hel
F.R.0.G.S. Cantina
October 17
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Photos by Ann Brow



