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The harbor of hate speech in the gay commt
by Xanna

Carl Joseph Walkéwover, Springfield, Massachusetts.
Dead. Age 11. Cause of death: suicide.
Jaheem Herrera, Decatur, Georgia.
Dead. Age 11. Cause of death: suicide.

l tds uni maginabl e. Children tak
elementarschool kids to feel and act upon such profound pain?

Languagelt was incessant, bullying hate speech about perceived sexual
orientation, something these two boys should have had the freedom and
to explore at their own pace. I
times more likely to attempt suicias/dsuGLSEN (Gay/Lesbian/Straight
Education Network) begins their
equipped to deal with these recent deaths because of their unthinkable r

On March,8ohn Evans was brutally beaten in Midtowr28Ahage
l'iterally had his teeth kicked o
the virtues of this assault to determine if we can call it a hate crime. Witt

actual hate crime | aws on Georgi
have. Edsiy . With one word: fdyaaflegot .
methetwvor d. o |l tds moving that his
it He has a unique perspective

shoul dndét ahatltimepndohnthas beerBrepudiaed imvarmus
blogs; because he was also robbed, people are audaciously questioning
merits of the crime perpetrated
community is sometimes its own worst enemy. | haeahadhother

gay men telling me | got what | deserved. | just hope one day our comm
can really unite and jJjoin forces



On December, the acting manager of The Plaza Theatre on Ponce DelLe
Avenue i n Atl ant a holrica@Ameridaninéna g g
one of them a teenager, who arri
way from Macon to see the fil m,
couple of blocks away. Their request for directions was spurned with ha
speechlLuckily, tiona m, a Philadelgsad Africedmerican lesbian

fil mmaker, was sitting in the 1| o
over heard it. She was so incens
dismissal of the incident thatsimed u c t e d -bceeening Q&A mo s
session on the cold, windy sidewalk outside. Fifty people stood with her,
including my wife and me. Many of us had tears in our eyes. To date, n
action has been taken against the offending employee, and ée theate
owner, through public message boards, has alleged and allutieekthat the
gay people involved are liars.

OnMay28 Atl antads LGBTQ fil m 4foegst i
run at The Plaza Theatre. When asked to consider thewknfal ass

December 3, the festivalds new d
them this mditiousand dollar booking, citing pleasant experiences renting
their facilities in the past. B

spending camunity money generated by our donations, sponsorships,
volunteer efforts, and ticket purchases. Let him and Atlanta Film Festiva
straighhelmed financial funnel for Out On Film, know that this venue is
unacceptable and that hate speech wilialetated nor financially

rewarded in our community. The lives of our children may depend on it.

Atlanta Film Festivahw.atlantafiimfestival.é@#3524225
tiona m Productiomsw.myspace.com/tionamproductions
Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Neiwarkisen.org
The Trevor Projegtvw.TéTrevorProject.org
GLBT youth crisistitsur helpline: 8868 TREVOR.

Tocontasann a DDONAGt LABEL | dbrtlabelit@gmail.com
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MISSISSIPPI DAMNED

DamnedRe d e e me d : T/7 né
Ascension To Cinematic Brilllance

by Xanna Donot

Mississippi Damned fresh on the film festival circuit, but this tour de force
has already won both the Jury Award for Best American Independent Fil
The Philadelphia Filrestivabnd the Special Jury Award for Narrative
Breakthrough®te Atlanta Film Festivabcheduled to appear at many
other major film festivals throughout the summer, this is the earliest of
interviews with the woman behind it, writerTdia dadory.

X ANNA DasNsdydur first narrative film and you based it on your life

growing up in Tupelo in the | ate
chall enging drama about a-sgeerengt
QA i n Atl anta as fnescaping a min
have a map. o Was it difficult t

a film?



TI NA MABRY: |l t6s an extremely d
into two haos while aiming to create character arcs, plant plot points, and
an emotionally engaging story. | tried to incorporate my entire past into t
draft because | wanted to address all of the major milestones that shape
am today. But éttito tackle too many issues for a single script. The
producer and editdgrgan Stiffwas able to help me with its direction and
intent. Her dramaturgical background was an asset as she helped me fc
the story and fully develop the characteran Eraptional standpoint, it
wasnoét easy to write about what
brings tabooed issues to the forefront, which seems to construct a safe
environment for many audience members to confess their family secrets
audence member in Atlanta who returned for a second screening told me
after she and her aunt watched the film, they finally talked about the
mol estation that occurred in the
allowed audience memlzeave an open dialogue and realize they have n
reason to be ashamed.

AThe film brings
tabooed issues to
the forefront

Photos courtesy of
az2NAIyYyQa

XD: You confessed that the character of Kari, a young pianist with great
potential, mastsembles you, but conceded that some characters were
composites for dramatic purposes. How much of you identifies with the
character of Leigh, her much maligned, manic lesbian sister?

TM: Leigh is based on my older sister, who had a diffauibtimae gs a
lesbian in Tupelo. She was treated like a pariah. | remember telling hel
was gay too, but she thought | was just a kid doing my best to make her
sister feel better. She didnot



XD: With Morgan, you have formed your own productionMampang n 0 s
Mark You define your relationshi|
How do you balance the two relationships? Can you describe the dynan
lesbian couple creating figpsther?

T M: ltos al ways a challenge. T
on a personal I evel, which doesn
arena. When we work together, we constantly remind ourselves to inter:
we were merely-amrkers, sometimes censoring ourselves by adjusting th
way we phrase things to one another. In our personal life, we are candic
frank in our discussions, but that can pose a problem in our professional
relationship. However, thatifabthing about working with your partner is
that you never have to worry about trust or honesty. We always know w:
each othero6s best interest at he
the best in me.

AThe beaututworkihg t hi
with your partner is that you never
have to worry about trust or honesty.
Mor gan brings out

XD: Many of your relatives depicted in the film saw it over the holidays, jL
before its January debut at Slamdance in Utah. Was it difficult for you to
together as a family? Has it facilitated any healing with its truthfulness?

TM: Iwasnervaus1d hesitant to show them
rift because | chose to publicly reveal the dirt we swept under the rug. T
knew | was writing the script and they knew we shot the movie, but | kne
visually seeing the completed filmbealifterent. Thankfully, they loved it.
They were happy to know that the film was truthful and honest. Naturall
was difficult to watch certain scenes and relive those moments. A few of
family members said seeing themselves portrayed @ssitkedraving a



mirror held up to them for the first time. They were able to see themselv
they actually were which, by their own admission, helped them further
understand the reasons behind their actions.

XD: To produce the film, you tookand il addition to the grants you
received from Film Independent and Kodak. Within these financial consi
you budgeted to pay everyone involved the same amount. Why did you
this amazing decision and how did it factor into the camamadeti® on th

T M: We didndt have a big budget
SAGOs (Screen Actorso6 Guild) Low
|l ndependent 6s Producer 6s Lab, Mo

based on MmMabisond$ av or Waebe Sti{exdcdice t o
producer), Morgan, and | felt that everyone, from the production assistar
director of photography, would be integral to the production of the film. I
imperative that everyone be pasdrtebecause no one person was above
another; we were all in the trenches together. As everyone became
emotionally connected to the story, it was amazing to see people volunte
step outside of their job descriptions to usher this film throagh producti
often hear directors use the phr
say fAour film, 0 because they did
every single person who helped bring this film from a dream to fruition.

XD: As thdilm continues to pick up steam and awards, where do you see
going?

TM: After the film finishes its festival run, we hope to secure traditional
distribution or séitribute it. We aim to use cinema as a means to give
marginalized people a vackshed light on issues that may seem too hard
to tackle. We will get this film in front of audiences in a theatrical setting,
whether it is through a traditional-oaditional route. The performances
are too impactful, the filmmaking too stbtigg atory too important to

settle for less.

www.mississippidamned.com
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encounters

May 7

Betty Harris

@ The Earl, ATL
myspace.com/
bettyharris

Lez Zeppelin

@ The Loft, ATL
myspace.com/lez
zeppelin

Photo by R Janus

May 1 9
City Skies Festival @
Kavarna, Decatur GA

myspace.com/
instantkavarna

May8

The You Could Tell | Was
No DebuTAUNT Ball
withJayne County
@Manuel 6s,
www.myspace.com/
libertineusa

May 13

Ruby Redgictured)
hosts a benefit for
Chris Kid&TL@
3Legged Cowboy
3leggedcowboy.net

2

May 16

The Conditionals
@ Java Monkey,
Decatur GA

myspace.com/
theconditionalsmusic

Atlanta Rell Girls @
Yaarab Shrine Center
www.myspace.com/

atlantarollergirls

Hotlanta Softball

Leagueds

Pageanwith

Ruby Reddbove)
A&tMary Edith Pitts

@ Jungle, ATL

hotlantasoftball.org

May 17

ALHI 6s
FLING @
Callanwold&TL
thehealthinitiative.org

SPRI

May 21
Fiona Simone @
Drunken Unicorn, ATL

myspace.com/
fionasimone

Magic Hat Beer Dinner
@ The Shed at
Glenwood, ATL
theshedatglenwood
-com

May22

Jeremy Thornton @
Smithodés Ol
myspace.com/
jeremythornton

May 2fi 25
MondoHomo 2009 @
various venues, ATL

myspace.com/
mondohomosouth

C a mpay 28 25

Traxx Girls present
SizzleHer in Miami, FL
myspace.com/
traxxqirls

N

de
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May 23
The
@Decatur Arts
Festival, Decatur GA
decaturartsfestival
-com

May27

The Atlanta Dream
@ Phillips Arena
atlantadream.net

May 29

The Blacktop Rockets,
Rod & The Rusty
RebelsandNight
Driving In Small
Towns @ Kavarna,
Decatur GA

myspace.com/
instantkavarna

Jennie McNulty &
Vickie Sha@
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation, ATL
jenniemcnulty. com

(see Short &weet
onour back cover)

May 30

Bri dge s, DiamoDurectt @

Bluebird Café,
Nashville TN
dianedurrett.com

June 5

The Subliminator,
Hotel Hotel, and
Resident Patient @
KavarnaDecatur GA

myspace.com/
pdwilder

June 5 13

Riverbend Festival
with Bb2s, Siberia My
Sweet,
Century Waterfront,
Chattanooga TN
riverbendfestival.com

June 6

The Bridges

@ Tasty World,
Athens GA
myspace.com/
thebridgesmusic

mor eé

June 8

Ladies of Les Dames:
Chefs Nathalie Dupree,
Shirley Corriher, Rebecca
Lang, Angie Mosier, Linda
Harrell, Virginia Willid an
Nancy Lutz, demonstration
and tastin@® The
Cook's Warehouse
Midown, ATL

cookswarehouse.com

June 13

James Dean: A
Decade of Pete @
The Seen Gallery,
Decatur GA

www.petethecat.com

@ 21st
Jenny Madison

@ Java Monkey,
Decatur GA

myspace.com/
jennymadisonmusic

June 16

Barry Brandon
Squillace in a benefit
performance for The
Heart Foundati@h
TheShakespeare
Tavern, ATL
www.bshertfilms.com

Send your encounters to
dontlabelit@gmail.com
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WHAT THE Lpér?2

by Melanie McDougald

Radio Announcewenow return to azaller with break issues
Caller:So what does this all mean? Why do | feel so lost?
closure!

Doctor:But, | think that everything you need is already ther
you need to | igyuwself.to what
CallerHow can you say that when Jenny is dead and no o
to be responsible?

Doctorwhy donét we back up a bit? Why 1
anything like llene Chaiken?

Caller! do remember seeing in an interview that she identified with Jenny. Somett
about how Jenny is a writer, too, and how llene recalled her own coming out as me

s ay

confusing like Jennyds.

DoctorThat 6s very interestikmgherfimWhat ab
Caller:Oh yeah! Well, not only were the scenes for the most part exactly like scene
Season 1 of the show, but with Jenny¢

shoot LAforBA hat meansé

Doctor:l know what that means

Caler: Well, shut my gay mouth, just trying to help.

Doctor:Funny, | thought that was ydheteeded.

Caller]l 8 m sensi ng s omé Sashegvargsdosshoot hA for bAy hut a

the studio says, fANo, yoan hhernyds sthic
steps in and says, fAOf course you car
Wordsshot in Vancouver for LA. So even though Jenny wins out and Lez Girls get
i n LA, i tdéds act ual | kpowsfBlaiken wamtedMashootd A fore
LA, but isnbét that strange? Jenny he
Doctorl t definitely connects Jenny to CI
general experiences, if not actual experignées | i k& a mobi us s

CallerA who?

Doctor:A mobius strip is a strip of paper whose ends are glued together in such a v
that there is no inside or outside. Look it up. So for The L Word, Jenny connects t
out si de fir e al tionaiworid budh thatansidelare oltsiules, ficibe and i
reality are not wholly separate from each other.

CallerBut why? What 6s the point? Espec
herself to the character everyone hates?



Doctor:Why do you thih

CallerAr enét you getting paid to answer
Doctor:Not nearly enough. Okay, you said Jenny was frewesieriglt? Maybe
Chaiken identifies with an outsider status. Or maybe she felt that having this kind
fewvWesayw o | and in | esbian Oz, if you w
lesbians relate to each other.

CallerWell, there were several times that someone said someti@ndgdikatttiat
lobster dinner says something about how the femsaleilbpsteeach other down and
Alice says something about how everyone knows that lesbians eat their own.
Doctor:Maybe Jenny represented a sense of frustration at how insular, how closed
|l esbian ficommunityd c attte fingexr Quotes ¥am youx a n ¢
CallerUm,now i s u al medium here, so no | cal
Doctorwhat became of Jennyédés fil m? Wa s
Caller:Good granny, no! She stole the negatives.

DoctorWhat? Why?

CallerBecause shebs an evil psycho bitch
parlay that into a bigger job in New York.

Doctor:What th& ?

CallerSee, the studio takes over, or rat
this total All AboutEva k e over of Jennyds I|ife, is

so that the hets are happy. Jessie goes back to Jim, they change the name of the
Jenny and Tina, and everyone, really, are way ticked off. In the last episode, Sharn
thengati ves hidden in the attic of Jen
that she took the negatives all along.

Doctor:Maybe the integrity of the film was more important to Jenny than honoring
obligations to unethical and profit motivated,rhetgévenbomophobic Philistines.
CallerUmmm, what?

DoctorDondét you see how Chaiken is refei
lesbian filmmakers in straight Hollywood, but the versdraimysedture of the

industry as a wholéfhat happens in All About Eve? Ma
Channing is cheated out of her career, denied recogni
accomplishments, and left behind by thefflfemionth
sensibilities of her creative community by that commut
blind support of a rutsliepowenungry Eve.

Caller:And your point is...?

Doctors i gh é

To be continued...



TAKE YOUR PALATE TO s(FH@OD 10MORINGSIDE

By Megan St. James

I f English 101 had be
Food 101maybe | also would have become a ¢
Recently taking over complete ownership of thi
restaurant, Ron is able to fully showcasetduigykt
skills creating foods that speak flavors. - N _

To faget the rainy evening dampdasen and Jdthe masterminds behind the bar,

s u g g elhtee A a hlead obAviation Gin ambieeavender juice with a splash of
Creme de Cassis and fresh lemon. After two of these, | could have bees back gutsiué
in the rain.

Lizzie, our delightful server, was on
t hem, she recommended the unfiltered 2
bright Asian spices, cherries, raspberrgeslightl earthy finish.

Ron has a focused passion on how fresh ingredients can play off each other. Tender,
finned Point Judith Calamari showed sweet silky tastes; no sauce needed here, but pic
fennel and apricot curry took it to a high&krietletr crowdeasing appetizer is a

southern thing like no other: pimento cheesmdumiggth aged Tillamook Cheddar on
Semolina toast points. Good stuff!

Theofmenu juicy Bl ackjack Garden Beef st ec:
Moon Cheese and delicate White Anchovies (alici) showcased the freshest ingredients
availabl e. Arugul a Salad from Woodl an:i
creamy goat cheese from Vermont, and red wine poached Seckel pears with a butterm
dressing is totally rboggling.

Ron kicked it up with delicate Jonah Crab Cakes served over swestawern chow
Delectable seared Georges Bafkstallopsesved with pineapple infused Carolina gold
rice, smoky bacon, and a tomato glaze was perfection. His signature Wild Georgia Sh
Riverview Farm grits and tasty Andouille Sausage was over the top. Delicate flavors of
and caramelized onionskvi Cr e mi n i mushroombés earthin
Ravi ol i and Riverview Farmbs braised p
delivered the perfect brunch slider, The Big Nasty: lightly fried Springer Mountain chick
scrambledocal egg, Bentonds bacon, and mel
Tempting our taste buds with Ronds des:
ganache were sinful; Homemade Belgian Waffles with Butter Pecan Ice Cream were St
anddecedent Chocolate Bread Pudding was absolutely blissful.

The heartbeat of Food 101 in M™Meelyni ngsi
energetic, and fun. With fresh, organic, sustainable food, Food 101 is waiting to take y
palate to schoat reasonable prices.

www.101concepts.com
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more to becené
Atlanta Film Festival 2009

Bellissimi
Bunny!
Maybe we |
shoulda .
ripped his
ears ofon | {
Easter
Sundap
Lately,his [
eyes follow
me around
the room!



DL/

Personal
Forecasts
MAY
2009 :
What would Mma Makutsi What Woul d
Strive for sh@md concise communicatii Do n 6 t  Isigsteffd tt 6tsh eo
TAURUS | in your pursuit of¢é during the month of yourhandd. f y ou ¢ an (
May.It may not happen n@e. patient. | mate now, drink heavily with pals.
Focus on friendsd family for meaningfl Don 6t be pressu
GEMINI | interactions. Children are a precidas ¢ picket fence. Babfaita friendr
be nurtured and cherished simplpehave like a child yourself.
New beginnings aighlighted amnabst Don6t tell Canc
CANCER | favoured; the early bird earning 97% it put t er . Mar ch 'y
clasgcertainlyins the worm! paradeand t hereds. |
After choppy waters and rip tidestls Dondt mind any
LEO sailings glide for Leo by the second hg first two weeks; later, your cha chd
the month. Swift typing abounds! steps liveljen gives you a 10!
Work meticulously on the issuesatpr Do n 6t ¢ h atmegn&dlehob
VIRGO | and firsh all tasks thoroughlgan your | this stream. As we say in Texas, d
desk before accepting a new case. with the gal that brung ya!
While some facts are delaypecimit to Dondt hesitate
LIBRA | that which looks promising; it is a good opportunitgo ahead and blow on
to take an optimistic chance! them.tlcould be worth the gamble.
Attracpromising anuloper new prospeci Dondét under esti
SCORPIO| witha positive attitude; avoid negative|[got a #fj e ne sa
former classmaigih big titles deliciouslyndeniable.

Prudentlgnd cautioushgcept new frienq Don 6t f al |l f or
SAGITTARIUS take special carefatcheck anehsue |y o u 6 v e  and appetbtatract
youbve chosen 't he]|thecoolestofpeople.

Practicality mayteenporarigbandoned | Don 6t beat gettpayr
CAPRICORN sing a keen eye for the true heart. W andb | abber your t
faith, it is seen! l'i ke you, but i
Carefully compose your letterstoan |[Donét beat arou
AQUARIUSY intriguing prospeuatjch could be riding ¢ interest if you truly feel it. Spill you
your words. confidently.
Enjoy yowreautiffluidity and give your| Don 6t | ump t. hAait
PISCES | usually kegperceptions timeto flow. TH 1 t 6 | | R ehlagxp,eddhem ¢
water will clear next mont you wanna comeég
Seize the compatibility of awondrous| Don ét get i n yo
ARIES | or love relationshi{pollaborations are GoforitTrust that i

favoredUnity produces great result

scrumptious; chill and serve.

Anika Noni Rose appears as Grace MaKutsieon N o .

1 Ladi ewvwwhbolZent e ¢
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DONAT LABEL AT

Abouus:/n the temporary print absence of
Labrys Magazine, wemserAt Label It

Previous/!ly pulUSHRB he

Texast began as Xawtgnd newsletter
and evolved into a regional publisatioa.

has revived the concept oFcodgstingon
papertén wor | ds s hewelse al
music scene, film happen/ngs and the gay
community. Within these pages, -thegt co
harmonyyithguest food columnist, Megan St
JameandMle | ani e /l//cDouga/
me an i R harx for pieking us up!

Melénie/IcDougaId Mega‘St. James Xann® o n « t

ponAt Lab e IS accepting advertisers for oL
June issue. For ad rates and a media kit, p
send your inquiriegiémtiabelit@gmail.com

www.dontlabelit.com
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short & tweet

with Jennie McNulty

DL: Jenni e McNul ty, Your
team just won its first game! Where  are you
going now?

Jennie: | 8dm going to the Bu

on an Olivia cruise!
DLI:  What's the most fun thing about Jennie McNubigtion ﬁg“fe
performing on Olivia cruise ships? not shown actual size.
Jennie: Anytime hundreds of lesbians gather at sea, good ¢ omedy
material is plentiful é!"! C'mon ladies, you know it's true!

DLI: Inyour web series, Walking Funny With at After Ellen.com, you
deceptively balance exercise with comedy!

Jennie: Yes! We're walking the whole time!!! PERFECT!! That's my plan

to make it not even seem like exercise!!!

‘ Donot mi s s JMAY2Hh with/ickiEShaV\lf@UCA\vaiLiennie’mcnulty.cﬁ;m

text message kell

me (04/18, 5:39 prD@jdmy friend steve (04/21, 12.57ampd M S OOO
sean ever call you? He said he may | SORRY ABOUT EASTER!
invite you to brunch.

sam (04/18, 5:42 piNp.L

me (04/18, 5:45 prHE is gunshy
after a bad break. Give him time.
He is a very sincere duy.

me (@21, 407pm):Just met allie
(spelling?), your roomie! Are you
coming out? Gay short films are at
9:30pm

chip (04/21, 4:20 prggs

me(04209:27pm)l 6 m up |t o] MaYO42453pm)l 6 m wear i r
badacios tata® in the film fest, so ho | t-shirt that bruce designed, wheregver
cooking this week, no how. Besigles, [he i s é!
you owe me such a hagelogy for
chasing dicks eastesunday

Forward your hellacious text messages to
dontlabelit@gmail.com
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