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CHO DOES IT ;

by Xanna Dc

A Jane of all trades,
Margaret Chds as busy
as she wants to be. Wi
a new television series
shooting just outside of
Atlanta deldogthis
month, she diligently
peppers hérectidiiming
schedule with standup
comedyvork outs at The
Vortexo6s Le
Comedy Loungadculls
collaborationgth local
pop/rock luminaries in
anticiption of aew
musical comedgcord
album nextyed® h e 6
the definition of anking
performer arath artistic
master of many mediun

XANNA In@oubnew television sibyap Dead Diyaremieringuly 12on

Lifetime you play the adept assisfamtsmart yet confubgavayofreincarnation lawyer
In its pilot episode, your character administers asyprsgl cheese her panicky boss,
causing the attorney to exclai m, ATh.
unconveittnal way? Is there a person helping you withtpalayddg, formally or
informally, and have you been able to relate their experiences to your new role?

MARGARET CHO: | have a few people who help me out a lot with the day
to-day stuff, and they rescue me all the time. | certainly use my experiences

with them as a jumping off point for my character, however, she is a lot

wilder than anyone | have workedwith.l n f ut ur e epi sodes,



my character grow into more of a wild child than w e initially thought, so it's
super exciting, sexy and fun.

XD: Your next projectWedding Palaca film starring and produc&tiay Te®f
Starzo tel evi swinoimg moveErashWiten he avés intAtharta f@ sur |
film festival in April prom&teaglland film helso stars in and produydedtold me his
KorearAmerican family storyline is winding down on that show next y&asandl that
be less ensemiddented overdWren George Lopez got the news that his sitcom was
cancelled, he publicly commented, "TV just became really, really white again." Dc
TVhas gotten better or worse at representing minorities with front burner storyline:
lead rolesince yodebuted your histamgiking sitcoll-American Giih the mid

1990s?

MC: | think things are slightly better, but not all that great . There was the
massive popularity of [the Oscar-winning film] Slumdog Millionaire , but
Bollywood has been aroundalmost as long as Hollywood has Even though it
was thrilling to see Asian faces at the multiplex, | have been a Bollywood
fanatic forever. So the only thing that was new to me about it was the
mainstream finally acknowledging its existence. George Lopezis right, but it
didn't just get white when his show got cancelled. It's been white all along.

XD: WhemlFAmerican Ggbt picked up as a series, you became plagued with body
trying to fit in as a part of sslipeny Hollywod@he critipssed Al sndét it
network asked you to lose weight to play the part of yourself ¥ s/duoowr? o ‘
describe that period of trying to ap,
you went jogging frequenthAwitinda PaimefThe Dresden Dallging your
participation in the fiirste Colorgoncert tour two years Agoyou continue to work as
an actress, how do you balance body image and health today?

MC: ljusttrytodanceasmuchaslcanThat t o me iosuntft iwc
just having fun. | am a dancer by nature, so embracing that side of myself

keeps me healthy and strong Ot her wi s e, I donotAstgbeti n
older, body issues are less and less important, which is wonderful | am so

glad to be freeof that insanity.

XD: How would you describe the influence of the GLBT community upon your life?
standup outi nes, you refer to it as ndour
heterosexual wom@nowing up in San Francisco, your fustladt@rjob was in a gay



leather/sex shays the most legendary of fag hags, when did your indoctrination int
community really begin? How did thai
althogh not a biological member of the species, you can still pick up the scent and
the pack, at times even leadlsdhat a fair analogy?

MC: | always had boyfriends, little boys who would follow me around in the
nursery, in the playground, th en later through the hallways, to my locker, to
where kids were smoking cigarettesi then after high school they all started
coming out! So | am not sure what it was about me that was so attractive to

gay men, but it has been with me my entire life. | do identify as queer,

because that is what is most truthful to me; | have had many relationships

with men and women, so my sexuality is certainly queer. But | feel that my
identity is cl ear.dAndlaun dgith hewolves forysurél f a g

XD:Wi th the familiarity s hWwhogkathynGiffio st h r
mother eventually became a regular pastarfithgact But your mother has always bee
a part of your act, long before her backstage cameos and lobby iappmaraonesrt
flmsgf A Do you know .¥audegan performisgat consedyalubs dt the
age of 16, but when did you first realize that your mother was comedy gold?

MC: | actually did impressions of my mother very early on, like maybe at 7

or 8. It was funny to me then, and it is still very funny to me now . | think that
when you are AsianAmerican, you want to break free from traditional

culture by mocking it, so my mother was an easytargetSh e 6s got a
sense of humor and alwayslaugle d at my i mper sonati on
so dead on.

XD: You attended and performed fBotiraroanusic festival last month and had
occasion to chatRpbert Kennedy Jsh environmental issiRecycling is mandatory in
California, but herehiret s out heast , i t 6.%¥Whaodrety@unviewseoig
individual responsibility towards the envifonment

MC: When you think of how staggering the amount of waste that even the
most basic needi drinking water T produces,i t 6 s a s.The overase of g
plastic water bottles is scary. | have been using and reusing the same Hji

water bottle for months . | still need to get an aluminum water bottle . | get
super freaked out when | think about what plastic water bottles are doing to
our planet.






XD: In addition to acting as a producer on your concert films and your campy narre
featureBam Bam & Celesteu beautifully diredidSobulé s movi ng vi d
San Franciscourrently available for viewingudiulv@/Vhat motivated you to do it? An:
plans to direct more music videos or direct in other mediums?

MC: I love Jill Sobule and | love San Francisca All the people in the video
are very close friends of mine who represent the city to me | wanted to put
them all together like it was a commercial for tourism in the city . | love to
shoot and edit, and | am learning as | go. | have some plans to make videos
for other artists this fall, once | am done shooting Drop Dead Diva in
Peachtree City, GA.

XD:When your concertflmd m T h e O namdNGtdrieus C.H.QeWided at

film festivals, you personally ripped tickets presented by audience members streal
theaterWill you do the same thing when you have a record release pafity yext yea
new comedic musical alléauitarde@ With writing collaborations that include Grant L
Phillipg " Eat S lalieady avalable &siar mp8 on your wélnsite)a Palmer,
Tegan & Sara, Patty Griffin, Jon@irlolm, A Coma, andtAusa | i a6s Ben |
expect the album to be like?

MC: | am hoping the album will be very close to what | do as astandup
comic, but also be beautiful music as well | am lucky because | get to work
with some of my favorite artists . Playing music with people is so different
than anything | have done. When you are playing and singing together,
something you have written together, it feels so magical It really feels like
making love. It & so moving and grand.

XD:Youbr e hit tllitodgyour ¢lassiandopnd introdude a few songs fron
the new albuMo u 6 | | be in the southeast in ¢
on your touring calendar?

MC: | know | am going to be in Athens for sure. Hopefully Atlanta will also
beincluded, but | may saveit for the really, really big tour in 2010 . | have
come to feel very much at homehere!

Drop Dead Diwdebuts July 12 at 9 p.ESTon Lifetime.
Margaret Cho: Beautiaits July 8 August onShowtime www.margaretcho.com
Sean Ehrman contributed to this. article Photos by Pixie Vision Productions



http://www.margaretcho.com/

C LU B B |TlEﬁ39an St. James

New York has the Statue of Liberty, London has Big Ben, ai P \

Paris, Decaturas hickorgmoked North Carclhde barbecue. Decatur
OwnefBusan Birdecognized that the City of Decatur had a void in its culinad/rselections
barbecue. North Carolina bagbéates back to the 1500s when the Spanish introdute the pig
quicklylourished making North Carolina theotibadlecue. Its unique style of slow cooking at |
temperature over a prolonged time creatéayartyl meatsy rubbedith spies and vinegar
based seasonings.

Each morning, selight ché&awn McCullouglets the smoker going and fills it with pork
shoulders, beef briskets, whole chickens, and of course, ribsti{ezréadia juicy Pulled
Pork Sandwich retaimsiihoky, savory flavors. Try this witinenles& abastomato sauce, a
side of potato salad with a touch of mustard, acdl@dRex Stripe beer. The Pulled Chicken
Sandwich on a Kaiser roll with sweet and sour Hawaiian sauce is a peffitetaridrothdé w
meats. Creamy, sexy yams with cinnamon undertones and a glass of the elegant 2007 Ec
Pinot Grigio matched nigé#linly sliced Beef Brisket served on Foccacia bread coupled with
Bourbon sauce had rich hickory flavors. AsddeddMa®d Cheese made wi't
mozzarella, and asiago cheeses was yummy! Doéd0@7ul a Los Car dos
brambly black fruit aroma with lingering currants, spice and herbs is a perfect wine for this
barbecue. Delightalloffthebone ribs went perfectly withdaseyl Asian Sauce and a side of
heavenly smoked beef collards. The dark black fruit aromas and blackberry, spice and pej
2005 McWilliamsrahiwent well with these fildeéng good babies. Otieer dish of mention is
the Fish Fry Rice consisting of strips of Whiting blended with summéromgetabitea.

Corona with lime and a sunset to camgigtmito-beatthebeach experience.

Paris brings the casual social everbadfumfor your pleasure Monday through EAt&0
5PM, with extended hours on Friday serving until midnight. Carry out orders can be faxed
Be ready to lick your fingers!

BE SCENE

www.parisdecatur.com/

Liz McGrath tbfe band
Miss Derringer, Girl In A
Coma, performing membe
of The Glitterati, and
Hotlanta Softballe a g u «
Wolverines fundraiser

@ F.R.O.G.S.



http://www.parisdecatur.com/

encounters

July 6
new soulMATI®ondays @ Club Vice:

music / spoken word / neo soul / hip hop Whi t e

www.viceatl.com

July 10

The Femme Mafigesents

Femmes of Power @ Bellissima, ATL
www.myspace.comifieemafia

July 12

Cat Power & The Dirty Delta Blues
@ The Earl, ATL
www.myspace.com/catpower

July 2@ 26
Girls Rock Camp ATL
www.girlsrockcampatl.org

July 23 26

Ha l Sparks @ The
Laughing Skull Comedy Lounge, ATL
www.vortexcomedy.com

July 25

African Musical Landscapes

Vocal Workshop by ElisenititKatia
Leonard @ Pine Lake Clubhouse, ATL
www.elisewitt.com

Poetry Slam Fundraiser @ Apache Café,

ATLwww.roughlanguage.com

July 26
The Ol d 9706s
www.myspace.com/theold97s

ALV ar i

July 27

Star 94FM Starfest with Jason Mraz, Pl
TO6s, and G. L

Verizon AmphitheafefL

www.myspace.com/glovespecialsauce

July 30
The Bridges @ Smit
www.myspace.com/thebridgesmusic

Vortexos

July 31

Grupo Fantasma

@ Variety Playhouse, ATL
www.myspace.com/fantasmatics

ety Playhouse
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