
DONÅT LABEL IT! 
a  glbt magazine for  everybody   

Dec ember  2009  
 

Melinda Kingsley perseveres to howl with 

THE LIVES OF THE MONSTER DOGS 

 
 

Also this issue:  

Lambda Legal Calls APD On The Floor 
The Eagle Raid Civil Suit Goes Forward in Federal Court 

¬This case is about the people who weren«t suspected of anything.­ 
 

Everything I Need To Know (To Be An Editor) I Learned In Catholic Grade School 
 

text messages from hell  



Lambda Legal Calls APD On The Floor  
by Xanna Donôt 
 

The specifics of a September 10 raid on The Atlanta Eagle, where up to 62 people 

may have been illegally searched and detained, fuse with charges of random and 

capricious Atlanta Police Department (APD) policies in a 34-page civil action 

complaint filed in federal court by Lambda Legal on November 24.  A press 

conference held at Lambdaôs Southern Regional Offices in Atlanta within one hour of 

the suitôs filing joined CNN cameras with local print and television reporters to cover 

statements from the attorneys and four of the 22 plaintiffs.  

     Daniel J. Grossman, a private practice pro bono attorney serving as co-counsel for 

the plaintiffs, suggested a hypothetical situation analogous to the gist of his case, the 

violation by APD of the plaintiffsô 4th Amendment Constitutional Rights.   

     ñImagine the police saw a shoplifter at Wal-Mart and then forced all the shoppers to 

the floor,ò Grossman posed.  ñUnless they believe you have committed a crime, they 

do not have the right to detain you.ò  

     Grossman, speaking in a deliberate staccato, also described the extreme way in 

which patrons and employees of the Eagle were detained and forced face down on 

the floor of the club.  

     ñThe police made them lay in broken glass,ò he said.  

     Attorney Gerry Weber, co-counsel from the Southern Center for Human Rights, 

noted the verbal abuse of some of the officers during the raid and linked it to a culture 

within the department that he said must end.  

     ñFrom the top of the department, this was business as usual, and weôve cited that 

language in our law suit.ò  Weber continued that their procedures ñshould be put out of 

business.ò  

     Greg Nevins, supervising senior staff attorney for Lambdaôs southern regional 

offices, referred to Grossmanôs earlier point about unlawful police policies that could 

be applied anywhere.  

     ñThe police have made it clear that they will go into any bar and do this,ò said 

Nevins.  Referring to YouTube videos of police statements made at a community 

forum on October 5, he warned, ñIt could be anywhere in this city.ò  

     Nevins went on to offer a possible reason the Eagle was targeted.  

     ñThey went somewhere they thought people wouldnôt fight back.ò   



 

 
 

 

 
     Grossman echoed this theory later in the conference, stating, ñThey thought they 

were doing this to people who would be too ashamed to stand up for their rights.ò  

     If this was the assumption of the APD, they were wrong.   

     Geoffrey Calhoun, an emergency communications officer in another jurisdiction 

and a plaintiff, added, ñIt seems like Atlanta has a reputation for this policy, and it 

stops here.  I was demonized and humiliated.  Itôs not a vendetta.ò  

     Calhoun was at the Eagle that night, watching a video game when he heard people 

being slammed on the bar.   

     A performing member of the Atlanta Gay Menôs Chorus, Mark Danak had just come 

from a rehearsal that night and was also involved in a benign activity: he asked to 

watch Project Runway on the barôs television.   With guarded emotion he revealed to 

the media that he had been kept facedown on the Eagle floor for an hour.  He denied 

ever witnessing nudity or public sex at the venue, describing it as being a place he 

has frequented once or twice a week for six or seven years.   

     ñItôs my local bar,ò he said.  ñItôs a dance club.ò   

     Fellow plaintiffs Rob Treutel and Brian Hughes also denied seeing any sexual acts.  

Both heard anti-gay taunts and intimidating banter from police officers that night.   

     Treutel, who is not listed in the current version of the suit but will be in a pending 

amended version, heard one laughingly joke, ñDo we have any military officers here?ò  

He also saw police kick in a door after a bar employee said he had a key.  

 

Eagle patron and plaintiff Mark Danak addresses local and national media at a press conference held 

at Lambda Legalôs Southern Regional Offices on Nov. 24 regarding his participation in a class action 

lawsuit against The City of Atlanta and the Atlanta Police Department.  [photo by Ann L. Brown]  



     After spending 30 minutes on the floor, Hughes was released outside, where he 

heard another APD officer brag, ñWe ought to do this more often to the gay bars.ò  

     As APDôs Red Dog Squad was prominent in the raid and their function on the 

police force is targeting illegal narcotics, questions turned to APD drug bust policies, 

and attorney Dan Grossman returned to the podium to respond.   

     ñThe police have every right to arrest someone committing a crimeéThis case is 

about the people who werenôt suspected of anything,ò said Grossman, noting the 

absence of a warrant, which would be customary in a drug raid.  

     ñIf they got a warrant from a judge, we wouldnôt be here,ò he said.  ñAnyone who 

watches Law & Order knows that.ò 

     No illegal drugs were found in the raid.  
 

     

     The suit names as defendants Atlanta Police Chief Richard Pennington, The City 

of Atlanta, two supervisory police officers, and as many as 45 ñJohn/Jane Doeò police 

officers who refused to disclose their names and badge numbers while conducting the 

raid.  It tenders that the plaintiffs believe they will be able to identify ñthe Doesò during 

the discovery process of a trial.  The suit also includes any civilian employees of the 

APD who may have been involved in the planning and execution of the raid.  The 

plaintiffs seek an unspecified monetary judgment ñjointly and severally,ò which, if 

granted by the presiding judge, could result in wealthier defendants having to 

compensate for codefendants who do not have the means to meet their share of 

damages.  

     None of the defendants has yet been served with a subpoena.  Grossman stated 

that they will be served individually over the next few weeks.   

     Pennington publicly announced his intent to resign as Atlanta Police Chief the 

same day the suit was filed.  His resignation will be effective December 31. 



Everything I Need To Know (To Be An Editor) 

I Learned In Catholic Grade School   
by Xanna Donôt 
 

Iôve been producing the Atlanta version of Donõt 

Label It! since March of this year when Labrys, 

Atlantaôs lesbian magazine, ceased appearing in 

print and became web-only for itôs final months.   

I wrote in both publications until my gig as 

Labrysô Entertainment Editor came to a close in 

June when it ceased altogether.  Donôt Label It! 

has continued and will continue.  It was a 

predictable evolution.  You didnôt need the keen 

insight of Sister Aloysius in the film Doubt to 

know what was going to happen.  Heck, any of 

her grade school students would have known.  

     In November, employees of Southern Voice and its sister publication, David, 

were shocked to find their workplace locked and their jobs gone.  Despite common 

public knowledge that their parent company, Window Media, had been in federal 

receivership for a year due to defaulting on the terms of a $38 million loan from the 

Small Business Administration, the editors of what had long been considered a 

monopoly for gay media in Atlanta were shocked.  While itôs reasonable to feel 

sympathy for anyone losing their job suddenly (and before the holidays), it puzzles 

me that these tenured journalists didnôt see it coming.  Perhaps the insulation they 

enjoyed as a monopoly did them just as much disservice as it did the community.  

There were many things they didnôt report or review.  And there really wasnôt anything 

else to pick up their slack until this year.  Thereôs a reason a new crop of ATL-based 

glbt-niche rags and sites popped up in the last few monthsðothers saw the 

inevitability that eluded these proôs.  

     It eludes them still.  A web site called Save SoVo is currently asking for non-

deductible donations to restore some semblance of Southern Voice.  In the words of 

its former editor, ñOur community needs a credible, professional, ethical source of 

LGBT news.ò  Yes, it does.  But the elitist implication that she and her former staff are 

 



the only team in town that can provide that is further evidence of just how out of touch 

these news gatherers are.  Despite the flimsy (but 100% recycled) paper DLI is printed 

upon, I take my writing within its pages very seriously.  The rapid fire web publication, 

Project Q Atlanta, is doing an excellent job of keeping us current.  And Gaydar is 

doing its best to ñgrow up fast,ò as was pitched by its publisher, Matt Neuman, at an 

appreciation luncheon he hosted for former David/SoVo employees at Las 

Margaritas.  I also attended at his invitation and will be a Contributing Editor to his  

upcoming weekly newspaper, Atlanta Free Press.  

As we all waited for Mattôs presentation, eating free 

food, I found the whining I heard from the 

SoVo/David alumni about having to work this 

yearôs gay Pride for no additional pay to be 

consistent with what Iôd heard on the street for a 

long timeðthey may write about our community, 

but they donôt always frequent it.  Still, they are 

asking us to give them our money, in this 

economy, to start up a businessða for profit 

business.  It will be up to you to decide if you wish 

to help them erect another ivory tower.  
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The International 

Gay & Lesbian 

Travel Association @ 

The Artmore Hotel.  



MORE TO BE SCENE  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Clockwise from top: Blake Lewis @ Pride, Guyton 

Maurice @ Bellissima, Alex Wan @ Pride, Martina 

Diamante & Juan Cezar, Robby Kelley & Richard 

Ramey @ Pride, Ceasar Mitchell & Tom Sands 



encounters 
 

December 1 

El Vez with Los Straightjackets  

@ The Earl, ATL 

www.myspace.com/myelvez  

 

December 3 

ñKnow Your Rightsò Workshop with 

Copwatch East Atlanta  

@ Charis Books, L5P ATL 

www.charisbooksandmore.com  

 

December 5 

Slobberbone, The Whisky Gentry 

[pictured], and Have Gun Will Travel 

@ Smithôs Olde Bar, ATL 

www.myspace.com/thewhiskeygentry  

 
 

Mike Geierôs Kingsized Holiday Jubilee  

@ Variety Playhouse, ATL 

www.myspace.com/kingsizedmusic  

 

December 6 

For The Kid In All of Us Benefit:  

Toy Party & Silent Auction 5:30 pm  

@ AmericasMart (Bldg 2), ATL 

www.forthekid.org  

 

December 7 

new episodes of The Closer  

starring Kyra Sedgwick on TBS 

 
 

December 9 

GoGirls Benefit for Melinda Kingsley with 

Green Bracelet, Grace Buford, Xanna 

Donôt and more @ Smithôs Olde Bar, ATL  

myspace.com/atlantachaptergogirlsmusic  

 

December 10 

Nitzer Ebb @ Masquerade, ATL  

www.myspace.com/mitzerebbmusic  
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