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Lambda Legal Calls APD On The |

by Xanna Donoét

The specifics of a September 1dnrdide Atlanta Eagle, where up to 62 people
may have been illegally searched and detained, fuse with charges of rando
capricious Atlanta Police Department (APD) policieage aiddaction
complaint filed in federal court by Laagadan Novem2dr A press
conference held at Lambdads Sout h
the suitds filing joined CNN came
statements from the attorneys and four of theiff2. pla

Daniel J. Grossman, a private practice pro bono attorney senungelSao
the plaintiffs, suggested a hypothetical situation analogous to the gist of his
violation by APD of the phitsainti ff:

Al magi ne t he pol-Mactandthenvorced alkthe shopper:
the fl oor, 0 Gr os s mayouhapecammmited a crimé] they
do not have the right to detain y:¢

Grossman, speaking in a deltbstaccato, also described the extreme way
which patrons and employees of the Eagle were detained and forced face c
the floor of the club.

AThe police made them | ay in bro

Attorney Gerry Webercaansel from tBeuthern Center for Human Rights,
noted the verbal abuse of some of the officers during the raid and linked it t
within the department that he said must end.

AFrom the top of the department,

|l anguage in our | aw suit.o Weber
business. o

Greg Nevins, supervising senior

of fices, referred to Gr os siesdhatéould e
be applied anywhere.

AThe police have made it clear t
Nevins. Referring to YouTube videos of police statements made at a comn
forum on October 5, hetwasnedi yibl

Nevins went on to offer a possible reason the Eagle was targeted.
AThey went somewhere they though



Eagle patron and plaintiff Mark Danak addresses local and national media at a prelss
at Lambda Legal 6s Southern Regional Of
lawsuit against The City of Atlanta and the Atlanta Police Ogipattitogann L. Brown]

Grossman echoed this theory laterinthe®@ r ence, st ati n
were doing this to people who woul

If this was the assumption of the APD, they were wrong.

Geoffrey Calhoun, an emergency communications officeuimsaiatiber |
and a plaintiff, added, nAlt seems
stops here. | was demoni zed and |

Calhoun was at the Eagle that night, watching a video game when he he
beng slammed on the bar.

A performing member of the Atl an
from a rehearsal that night and was also involved in a benign activity: he as
watch Project Runway o0 n otoh lee rdvealedits
the media that he had been kept facedown on the Eagle floor for an hour. |
ever witnessing nudity or public sex at the venue, describing it as being a p
has frequented once or twice a week for six or seven years.

Altés my | ocal bar, 0 he said. A

Fellow plaintiffs Rob Treutel and Brian blaghiEnied seeing any sexual ac
Both heard agtay taunts and intimidating banter from police officers that nig

Treutel, who is not listed in the current version of the suit but will be in a |
amended version, heard one | aughi |
He also saw police kick in a door after a bar employee said he had a key.



After spending 30 minutes on the floor, Hughes was released outside, wi
heard another APD officer brag, i
As APDOGs Red Dog Squad was pr omi
police foras targeting illegal narcotics, questions turned to APD drug bust p

and attorney Dan Grossman returned to the podium to respond.

AThe police have every right to
about the peoprilce eWlhofwamgnd®ti ngy O
absence of a warrant, which would be customary in a drug raid.

Anlf they got a warrant from a ju
watches Law & Order knows that. o

No illegal drugs wérend in the raid.

The suit names as defendants Atlanta Police Chief Richard Pennington,

of Atlanta, two supervisory polici
officers who refused to disclose their names and hmetgevmilenconducting the
raid. It tenders that the plaint.i

the discovery process of a trial. The suit also includes any civilian employe
APD who may have been involved in the plahexeration of the raid. The
plaintiffs seek an unspecified mojuetgmyerit j oi nt 1l 'y and s e
granted by the presiding judge, could result in wealthier defendants having
compensate for codefendants who do not have the meahsitshazetof
damages.

None of the defendants has yet been served with a subpoena. Grossma
that they will be served individually over the next few weeks.

Pennington publicly announced his intent to resign as Atlanta Police Chic
same day the suit was filed. His resignation will be effective December 31.
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by Xanna Donot

| 6ve been produdom( pDONT LABEL IT? Vo

Ay (A idnrw! SO

Cho NUffl ==

Labellt! since March of this year Wabnys
At | a n laranitagazire ecsabed appeari
printand became weblyf or i t 0s
| wrote iboth publications until my gig as
Labrysd Entertai nme
Junewhen it ceasadtogether Donéd
has continueahd will continué was a
predictable evolutdhou di dnot
insight of Sister Aloysius in thdilito
know what was going to happeok, ay of
hergrade schostudentsvould have knawn
In Novembeemployees $buthern Voicand its sister publicatizawid
were shocked to find their workplace locked and their jobs gone. Despite ¢
public knowledge that their parent cokvipashyw Medjdad been faderal
receivershipra year due to defaulting otetines of a $38 million loan from the
Small Business Administration, the eflitdrat hddngbeenconsidered

monopoly for gay media in Atl ant a
sympathy for anyone losing their job s(alddrg§ore the holid@yispuzzles
me that these tenured journalists

enjoyd as a monopoly did them just as much disservice as it did the commL
There were many things they didno

elsetopickuptheit ack wuntil this year-basedTh
glbtniche rags and sites popped up in the last feWw otbatesaw the
inevitability that eluded these p

It eludes them still. A web site 8aNedSoVes currently asking for-non
deductible donations to restore some semblance of Southern Voice. In the
its former editor, AOur community
LGBT news. 0 ¥ligsgmplicatian thstie and her fornBeustaff drd



the only team in town that can provide that is further evidence of just how o
these news gatherers are. Despite the flimsy (but 100% recipdléd )ppenped
upon, | take my writing within its pages wes)ysefihe rapid fire web publicatio
Project Q Atlantas doing an excellent job of keemngest Andsaydais
doing its best to @Agr owMattpNeumarat an, 0
appreciation luncheon he hosted for foriéSdYavemployees as
Margaritas | also attended at his invitation and V@b iieilauting Editohis
upcoming weekly newspayiklmta Free Press
DON'T LABEL IT/ As we all waited for
SR food, | found the whining | hearthteom
SoVo/David alumni about having to work this
y e a r Brilefog reo pdditional pay to be
consistent with what
long tim@they ray write about our community,
but they dondét al way s
asking us to give them our montys

.,..,.,.....-.....,_;,,., economytp startipabusines$ a for profit
T st businesslt will be up to you to decide if you wis
bt e ey to help them erect another tower.
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The International
Gay & Leshian
Travel Associati@h
The Artmore Hotel.
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Clockwise from top: Blake Lewis @ Pride, C
Maurice @ Bellissima, Alex Wan @\Ritiiea
Diamante & Juan Cezar, Robby Kelley & Rir |
Ramey @ Pride, Ceasar Mitchell & Tom Sa




encounters

December 1

El VeawvithLos Straightjackets
@ The Earl, ATL
www.myspace.com/myelvez

December 3
AKnow Your
Copwatch East Atlanta
@ Charis Books, L5P ATL
www.charisbooksandmore.com

December 5

Slobberbone, The WhiSkentry
[picturedgndHave Gun Will Travel

@ Smithoés Ol de Bar
www.myspace.com/thewhiskeygentry

Mi k e IGrgsizediol@ay Jubilee
@ Variety Playhouse, ATL
www.myspace.com/kingsizedmusic

Rvithg ht s 0

’

December 6

For The Kid In All of Us Benefit
Toy Party & Silent Auctizrpm

@ AmericasMart (Bldg 2), ATL
www.forthekid.org

December 7
new episodesTie Closer
ainglyia Basigiok TBS

ATL

December 9

GoGirls Benefit for Melinda Kingsgtey
Green Bracelet, Grace Bufamha
Domafiltore@ Smit hés Ol
myspace.com/atlantachaptergogirlsmusic

December 10
Nitzer Ebb @ Masquerade, ATL
www.myspace.com/mitzerebbmusic
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